
 
 

10/12/10 

 

Mr. Nick Sramek 

President 

Board of Harbor Commissioners 

Port of Long Beach 

925 Harbor Plaza 

P.O. Box 570 

Long Beach, CA 90801 

  

Dear Mr. Sramek: 

 

SEPARATED BICYCLE FACILITIES ON GERALD DESMOND BRIDGE 

REPLACEMENT, PORT OF LONG BEACH 

 

The redesign and rebuilding of the Gerald Desmond Bridge at the Port of Long Beach 

gives the Harbor Commission and the City of Long Beach a once in a lifetime 

opportunity to provide first class, safe bicycling and walking access to and from the Port 

of Long Beach while achieving the project’s objectives of increased safety, fewer 

hazards, and improved traffic flow. 

 

Bicycling is on the rise across the country and in Long Beach. The share of bike 

commuters in Long Beach doubled between 2006 and 2009 alone, and Long Beach is 

considered by many to be in the vanguard of encouraging more transportation choices, 

including bicycling and walking. Safe accommodation on bridges is vital to completing 

the transportation networks that will promote further growth in bicycling. Including a 

separated facility on this bridge – one of the largest infrastructure projects in the country 

– would clearly demonstrate the visionary leadership of Long Beach and its green harbor. 

 

The Long Beach Port admirably aspires to be a “Green Port.” I would suggest that 

promoting non-polluting, healthy, safe, and oil-free transportation at such a highly visible 

location is an essential – and actually relatively straightforward – part of greening the 

Port of Long Beach.  

 

We understand that, in a project this large in today’s economic climate, cost is an issue. 

However, in the long term, this investment – a small fraction of the total cost – will prove 

invaluable. Safe bike access will provide the Port’s employees a low cost way to work, 

and every dollar not spent on gas and car maintenance can be spent on Long Beach’s 

local economy. Healthier bicyclists will save on their health care costs, and car 

commuters will save time on their own commutes. The thousands of workers on Terminal 



Island will benefit from safe bicycle facilities – whether they ride or drive – and the 

infrastructure will be a signature piece of an overall network in Long Beach that has the 

potential to draw thousands of bicycling tourists every year to the area.   

 

The federal government has clearly articulated its support on bicycling accommodations 

on bridges, most recently in its policy statement on bicycling and walking. In addition, 

US Code (23 U.S.C. 217) says that bridge projects using federal funds for replacing or 

rehabilitating bridged shall provide safe accommodations for cyclists if they “can be 

provided at reasonable cost”. Since 1999 the Federal Highway Administration has used 

20 percent as the benchmark of whether a cost is considered “reasonable” when 

complying with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The cost estimate for the complete 

and safe bicycle accommodation would be less than 5 percent of the total project, placing 

it well within the definition of reasonable cost. More affordable options may also be 

available.  

 

Finally, the goal of improving traffic safety on the bridge cannot be met without adequate 

bicycling facilities. Separated facilities are needed to make bicycling a safe and realistic 

option for the port’s workers and visitors – and we know from experience in other 

international port cities (especially in the Netherlands, for example) that reducing the 

amount of motor vehicle traffic by providing high quality alternatives for bicycling and 

walking is absolutely critical for the smooth running of traffic into and out of the Port. 

 

When the Gerald Desmond Bridge was built 42 years ago, bicycle facilities of any kind 

were rare on bridges like this.  Today, it is much more common as communities around 

the country are increasingly recognizing the value of cost-effective active travel.  

Tomorrow, separate bike facilities will be taken for granted as a popular and common 

sense component of any bridge. I am writing to ask you to build this bridge for tomorrow. 

One hundred years is a long time to have regrets about missing an opportunity of this 

magnitude.  

Sincerely, 

 

Andy Clarke, President 

 

CC: 

Bob Foster, Mayor 

Pat West, City Manager 

 

 


