
 
  

SUJA LOWENTHAL 
VICE MAYOR 

CITY OF LONG BEACH 
  

 

CIVIC CENTER PLAZA 333 WEST OCEAN BOULEVARD, 14TH FLOOR 
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90802 

DISTRICT2@LONGBEACH.GOV 

 City Hall: (562) 570-6684 
         Fax: (562) 570-6882 
 

 

 
Mr. Peter Douglas                November 15, 2010 
Executive Director 
California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street, Ste. 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94104-2219 
 
Dear Peter and Commission Members: 
 
For the last four years, I have championed Long Beach’s efforts to become the most bicycle friendly big 
city in the United States.  To that end, we have secured several grants to implement our Bicycle Master 
Plan, which emphasizes bicycle infrastructure, education and wayfinding.   
 
Recently, City Council approved the Environmental Impact Report for the Gerald Desmond Bridge 
replacement project. At a special Council meeting on September 28th, 2010, the Port of Long Beach 
indicated that they would modify their plans to include a design option for bike/pedestrian facilities.  
Unfortunately, the Port plans to have the bike/ped facilities bid as an alternate, which depending on the 
cost estimate could be eliminated.  Our approval of the project contained a strong recommendation that 
the Port include bike/ped facilities, but not an absolute requirement.  
 
I feel it is imperative that these bike/ped facilities be included to encourage development of non-
motorized access in future segments of the route such as the Vincent Thomas Bridge. The Gerald 
Desmond Bridge should be viewed as more than just a connection to Terminal Island.  With the funding 
identified and committed, and an accelerated construction timetable now in place, the Port has chosen to 
proceed on a design-build basis with an international competition between the world’s best contractors. 
Given the size of the budget – approximately $950 million – I feel the bike/ped facilities can be included 
for a very small percentage of the total budget.  
 
This bridge construction project is of local, regional and national significance. Its construction makes an 
important statement about Long Beach’s commitment to maintaining its place as a global leader in world 
trade and transportation. It will bring much needed construction jobs to southern California. However, the 
bridge can also be a symbol of commitment to the newly emerging standards for Complete Streets, where 
all modes of transportation are accommodated to provide healthier transportation options. A truly “Green 
Port” can do no less. 
 
Long Beach is committed to being one of the nation’s leading bicycle-friendly cities. Including bike/ped 
facilities in the new bridge is one more positive step in the right direction, and with your encouragement 
we can create a link from our downtown to San Pedro, the South Bay and Los Angeles; a vital link in 
completing the California Coastal Trail.  
 
Warmly, 
 
 
Dr. Suja Lowenthal 
Vice Mayor 
City of Long Beach 


