
 
 

 
November 09, 2010 
 
Mr. Nick Sramek 
President 
Board of Harbor Commissioners 
Port of Long Beach  
925 Harbor Plaza 
Long Beach, CA 90831-1155 
 
Re:  Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodation on the Gerald Desmond Bridge 
 
Dear Commisioner Sramek: 
I am president of the Velo Allegro Cycling Club.  Our club is based in Long Beach and we have 
nearly 200 members.  Our members ride bikes for recreation and commuting purposes.  We are 
always striving to promote laws and legislation that ensure safe bicycle usage.   
I am writing this letter on behalf of the Velo Allegro membership because we are very concerned 
that the reconstruction of the Gerald Desmond Bridge will not have separated, Class 1 bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities. The bridge is being designed to last 100 years so imagine how 
increasingly important bicycles will become in the next ten decades.  That is why it is so 
important that bicycles and pedestrians be taken into consideration in the design of the bridge 
and insure that this project creates a lasting, complete transportation link for all roadway users 
and meets the requirements for a modern, sustainable and world class green port.   
It seems ludicrous that separated bicycle and pedestrian facilities have not been included in the 
design plans, particularly since this is such a major transportation link to nearby employment 
and tourist destinations. If Long Beach can build facilities into the new Gerald Desmond Bridge, 
Los Angeles will find a way to build a connection across the Vincent Thomas Bridge and create 
the badly needed link between Long Beach and Palos Verdes. 
Our club is directly impacted by this decision. A few of our members work at the Port of Long 
Beach.  In addition, our club frequently schedules rides north to Palos Verdes.  Presently, we 
have to ride inland through the industrial corridors of Anaheim Street or Pacific Coast Highway 
to get over to Palos Verdes. Having a direct link along the coast would be a very welcome 
alternative. 
I urge the Port of Long Beach to use common sense vision in their “Green Port LB” efforts and 
incorporate bicycle and pedestrian access into their new bridge design. 
 
Thank you, 

  
Frank Said 
President, Velo Allegro 


